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Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs 
Mr. Xavier Bettel, Minister for Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Affairs 
6, rue de la Congrégation 
L-1352 Luxembourg 
 
 
Zurich / Phnom Penh / Luxembourg / Cologne / Brussels, November 24, 2023 
 
 
Land Conflict between Indigenous Communities in Cambodia and the Luxembourg-based 
Company Socfin 
 
 
Dear Mr. Bettel, 
 

We are following up your predecessor Mr Fayot's reply on 1 August 2023 to the statement of civil soci-

ety organizations regarding the land conflict in Bu Sra and the MRLG project in Cambodia (both at-

tached).  

We can assure you that we also assume that the mediation process was supported with the best in-

tentions. We highly appreciate the consideration of a conflict resolution and reparation mechanism that 

involves also the affected indigenous communities and public authorities. 

We value that you have urged Socfin to disclose all mediation documents. Although all parties have 

signed a confidentiality agreement with regard to the mediation, Socfin is not exempt from the princi-

ples of disclosure of documents outside the mediation process. According to the 2023 revision of the 

OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises on Responsible Business Conduct with its im-

portant additions on disclosure made to Chapter III, disclosure of pertinent documents should be 

standard practice for multinational companies. OECD member states have an obligation to require 

companies to comply with these guidelines. 

On this basis, and with a view to further analysing the land conflict, we would like to ask you to request 

Socfin to disclose the following documents: 

▪ the Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) on the three concession areas (Va-

ranasi, Sethikula and Coviphama), dated 1 September 2010 (le Rapport Environnemental et So-

cial, composé de l'Etude d’Impact Environnemental et Social (EIES), le Plan de Gestion Environne-

mental et Social (PGES) et le Plan d'Action de Réinstallation (PAR)), 

▪ the Sethikula contract (signed on 9 April 2010) and the Coviphama contract (date of signature 

unknown) on the investment of rubber and agro-industry plantation (between the Royal Govern-

ment of Cambodia and the company) 

https://www.oecd.org/publications/oecd-guidelines-for-multinational-enterprises-on-responsible-business-conduct-81f92357-en.htm


▪ according to the Varanasi contract on the investment of rubber and agro-industry plantation (be-

tween the Royal Government of Cambodia and the company), signed on 8 October 2008 (also at-

tached): 

▪ Master plan according to articles 1.3, 5.2, 6.1, 6.2, 7.1, 9.1 and 11 

▪ approval of the master plan by the Royal Government of Cambodia according to articles 1.3, 

5.2 and 6.2 

▪ official letter on concession land granting according to article 3 

▪ the corresponding master plans, approvals of the master plans and official letters on conces-

sion land granting of the other two concessions (Sethikula and Coviphama) 

▪ Documents and information according to Chapter III of the OECD Guidelines for Multinational 

Enterprises on Responsible Business Conduct 2023, with regard to the three Economic Land Con-

cessions held in Cambodia: 

▪ plans for implementing due diligence (paragraph 3(a)) 

▪ the enterprise’s identified areas of significant impacts or risks, the adverse impacts or risks iden-

tified, prioritized and assessed, as well as the prioritization criteria (paragraph 3(d)) 

▪ actions taken to prevent or mitigate risks or impacts identified in paragraph 3(c) and (d), includ-

ing where possible estimated timelines and benchmarks for improvement and their outcomes, 

including the enterprise’s provision of or co-operation in any remediation (paragraph 3(e)) 

These documents are essential for the affected communities and civil society organizations to demand 

respect for human rights and redress where they have been violated. We also call on the relevant min-

istries of Switzerland and Germany (Cc) to join the request to Socfin to disclose the above-mentioned 

documents. 

We are deeply indebted to you for your support in the search for justice. 

In addition, recent field research and the related article "Years-Long Mediation Leaves Bunong Far-

mers Indebted to Multinational Rubber Firm" by CamboJa News, referring to the rubber contract farm-

ers, show that conflicts are still unresolved and that mediation results are not being implemented (also 

attached). 

Finally, we would like to ask you to keep us informed of the steps you are taking. 

We would also like to express our appreciation for your willingness to support meetings and ex-

changes aimed at finding solutions to this matter. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

FIAN Switzerland (contact: Michael Nanz, michael.nanz@fian-ch.org) 

BIPA, Cambodia (contact: Neth Prak, Neth.prak@gmail.com) 

SOS Faim, Luxembourg (contact: Marine Lefebvre, Marine.Lefebvre@sosfaim.org) 

Action Solidarité Tiers Monde – ASTM, Luxembourg 

FIAN Germany (contact: Mathias Pfeifer, m.pfeifer@fian.de) 

FIAN Belgium (contact: Florence Kroff, florence@fian.be) 

HEKS, Switzerland 

Solidar Suisse 

 

 

Attachments: 

▪ Statement of civil society organizations regarding the land conflict in Bu Sra and the MRLG project 

in Cambodia, 16 May 2023 

▪ Mr Fayot's reply on 1 August 2023 to the Statement of civil society organizations 

▪ Varanasi contract on the investment of rubber and agro-industry plantation 

▪ Article «Years-Long Mediation Leaves Bunong Farmers Indebted to Multinational Rubber Firm» by 

CamboJa News 

 

https://fian-ch.org/content/uploads/Varanasi-contract.pdf
https://cambojanews.com/years-long-mediation-leaves-bunong-farmers-indebted-to-multinational-rubber-firm/
https://cambojanews.com/years-long-mediation-leaves-bunong-farmers-indebted-to-multinational-rubber-firm/
mailto:Marine.Lefebvre@sosfaim.org


Copy to: 

Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation SDC  

Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs SECO  

German Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development BMZ  

Deutsche Gesellschaft für internationale Zusammenarbeit GIZ 
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Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs 

M. Franz Fayot, Minister for Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Affairs 

9, rue du Palais de Justice 

L-1841 Luxembourg 

 

Statement of civil society organisations to the government of the Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg regarding the land conflict between indigenous communities in 
Cambodia and a Luxembourg-based transnational company 

 

Zurich / Bu Cha / Luxembourg / Cologne / Brussels, 16 May 2023 

Most-likely illegal land concessions, and indigenous resistance 

In 2008 and 2013, the Luxembourg-based palm oil and rubber company Socfin, which is operated 

today from Switzerland, received three «Economic Land Concessions» in the highlands of Cambo-

dia covering 12,000 hectares, in a forest area where hundreds of indigenous Bunong families of Bu 

Sra commune have practised agriculture and pasture farming for centuries. Their way of life is spir-

itually rooted in their sacred sites and burial grounds. The state granted the concessions without 
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prior consultation and consent of the indigenous communities and on land that was not even avail-

able for concessions according to the Cambodian land law. 

Accepting concessions that are most-likely illegal and establishing rubber plantations on indige-

nous land is a serious abuse of indigenous territory and a violation of corporate human rights respon-

sibilities. 

For the Bunong inhabitants in the region, the loss of large parts of their territory, its conversion into 

rubber monocultures and the forced conversion of their traditional form of agriculture into station-

ary farming on residual land was a tremendous shock. It disrupted their daily lives in both social 

and spiritual ways. 

The corporation gave the affected families three choices: accepting replacement land elsewhere; 

accepting financial compensation; or becoming rubber contract farmers.  

These offers were problematic in many ways. For example, the options offered and the way in which they 

could be combined were not made clear enough. Also, the measurement of the size of land a family had 

lost was considered inappropriate; and it was no longer possible to measure the size of land lost by the 

families whose farms had already been bulldozed. In some cases, the timeframe within which the com-

pany dealt with certain compensation claims was much too long and left affected villagers in a precarious 

and uncertain situation. Since Socfin’s arrival, village communities have been fighting against the 

confiscation of their land. A round of tripartite negotiations with the state and the company, initiated 

by Bunong Indigenous People's Association BIPA, ended after some years in 2016 due to a lack of 

funding. 

The mediation process co-funded by Luxembourg 

In 2017, the 'Mekong Region Land Governance' (MRLG) project, funded by Switzerland, Germany 

and Luxembourg, stepped in and commissioned the Independent Mediation Group (IMG) to imple-

ment a mediation process between the company and affected communities. 

Roughly 210 families from five villages out of a total of 1000 families from seven villages partici-

pated in the mediation process through elected representatives. However, from the outset there 

was an almost complete lack of transparency due to a confidentiality agreement said to have been 

requested by the company. The mediation process was completed in autumn 2022 with the issuing 

of a ‘Joint statement’ and the conclusion of various separate agreements with each group of fami-

lies from the various villages. 

Because of the confidentiality, families as well as civil society organisations  who were not involved 

in the mediation process did not get access to the mediation documents. Even many of the families 

who were involved were not informed about the outcomes, as conversations by different persons in 

2019, 2021 and 2022 revealed. Nevertheless, civil society organisations received a copy of the 

‘Joint statement’ and the agreements with the families of one village, but without the important an-

nexes. 

An analysis of the few documents available produced alarming conclusions: The agreements offi-

cialised and fixed the status quo which is in complete favour of the company. Nothing changes with 

regard to the access to land, and no land will be returned. The affected families give up all their 

claims. In return, they were given the promise of vague and limited 'community development' budg-

ets and negligible road repairs. The land conflict is by no means resolved, especially as customary 

farmland - apparently the majority of farmland used by the communities - is allegedly not included 

in the agreements. With the absence of public authorities, the extreme power imbalance between 

the multinational corporation and the indigenous family representatives and with the almost com-

plete lack of transparency, serious doubts remain about the legitimacy and fairness of the media-

tion process and its outcomes. 

The mediation process even inflicted adverse impacts on the communities: «The process has di-

vided and disrupted communities and has damaged mutual trust within Bu Sra commune. The 

communities are weakened», testified a Bunong villager. «It is like a house whose roof and walls 

are severely damaged and which must be rebuilt». Furthermore, other initiatives to resolve the land 

conflict were blocked because the opinion was spread that they would jeopardise the mediation 

process, and because it was kept secret which issues and areas were being negotiated. 
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The mediation evaluation report 

Now an evaluation report on the mediation has been published by the Australian Disputes Centre. 

This report was commissioned by MRLG, the same entity that commissioned the mediation itself . 

In the manner of an advertising brochure, the report praises the mediation beyond all measure.   

Civil society largely rejects the report because it is problematic in approach and methodologically 

flawed. The report relies on data gathered among representatives of a limited number of families (p. 9 

and 10) but draws conclusions about entire «villages» and the «community» (all involved villages), 

thereby misrepresenting the group of affected Bunong people. Testimonies gathered over the past years 

in Bu Sra contradict numerous findings of the report.   

Even as the report praises the mediation, it reveals the unacceptable premise of the mediation: 

«[...] the Community was pragmatic. They recognised that the land now in Socfin Cambodia rubber 

plantations would not be returned to them» based on the fact that «the land was no longer in its origi-

nal state» (p. 20 and 21). 

The responsibility of the donor states 

The funding of this mediation process was presumably a well-intentioned effort on the part of the 

donor states Switzerland, Germany and Luxembourg. But tragically it uncritically supported — even 

if unintentionally — the conclusion and whitewashing of a present-day colonial process, failing to 

resolve the land conflict and to provide proper reparations to the disenfranchised and uprooted 

communities for the abuse of their territory. This places a significant responsibility on the donor 

states.  

As one of Socfin's home states (state of domicile), Luxembourg is subject to human rights obliga-

tions. Indeed, the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights reiterated in its 

General Comment No. 24, «that States parties’ obligations under the Covenant did not stop at their terri-

torial borders. States parties were required to take the steps necessary to prevent human rights violations 

abroad by corporations domiciled in their territory and/or jurisdiction […].» (para. 26), and «a State party 

would be in breach of its obligations under the Covenant where the violation reveals a failure by the State 

to take reasonable measures that could have prevented the occurrence of the event» (para. 32). 

Exchange between civil society and donor states 

With a view to raising questions, seeking transparency, and exploring pathways towards possible 

solutions, various civil society organisations had virtual meetings and mail exchanges with public 

authorities of Switzerland and Germany. However, when the relevant Luxembourgish authori ty was 

asked for a meeting, the request was «respectfully declined». The authority did at least promise that 

«Luxembourg will further follow-up with SDC1 and MRLG to solve the remaining issues at every stake-

holder’s content».  

That is why we are respectfully raising the issue through this statement to the government of Luxem-

bourg. 

The «remaining issues» are as follows: There is still no solution to the land conflict in sight for the large 

number of families that were not involved in the mediation process. No arable land will be returned to the 

families involved in the mediation process, only the status quo of land tenure is fixed. The seven Bu Sra 

village communities as a whole are still dramatically lacking (secured) land for their livelihoods and cul-

tural/religious practices. Stark inequties have emerged, as some have improved their economic situation 

while others have been impoverished. Proper compensation and reparations for the abuse of indigenous 

territory in the last 14 years are still outstanding. 

 
1 Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 

https://www.mrlg.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/ADC_CLAIM_Evaluation_Report-_Final.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/general-comments-and-recommendations/general-comment-no-24-2017-state-obligations-context
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Expectations 

In this unacceptable situation, the undersigned civil society organisations call on  the government of 

Luxembourg to take into account the human rights obligations emanating from ICESCR 2, UNDRIP3 

and UNDROP4, and to 

▪ collaborate in good faith with Switzerland (SDC and SECO), Germany (BMZ) and pertinent civil soci-

ety organisations in 

▪ independently assessing the mediation process and its outcomes and impacts, based on the 

mediation documents (still to be disclosed) 

▪ defining and implementing immediate compensation measures for the adverse effects of the 

mediation process (e.g., requiring interim protection of the indigenous lands and effectively sup-

porting the communal land titling process) and 

▪ setting up a true and comprehensive, human-rights-based conflict resolution and reparation 

process with the involvement of the public authorities of Cambodia, Luxembourg, Switzerland and 

Germany, and to 

▪ urge Socfin (based on UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights No. 11, 13 and 22) 

▪ to agree to the disclosure of all mediation documents and 

▪ to assume its human rights responsibilities and contribute substantively to the future conflict res-

olution and reparation process. 

When envisioning justice for the Bunong communities, the revocation of large parts of the economic 

land concessions and their return as titled communal land to the communities must be a realistic op-

tion, as well as adequate compensation for the long-lasting abuse of their territories. 

The undersigned civil society organisations will willingly supply further information and are open to a sub-

stantive exchange on the issue. We thank you very much for your attention and for considering the 

above-mentioned expectations. 

 

With kind regards, 

FIAN Switzerland 

BIPA, Cambodia 

SOS Faim, Luxembourg 

Action Solidarité Tiers Monde – ASTM, Luxembourg 

FIAN Germany 

FIAN Belgium 

HEKS, Switzerland 

Solidar Suisse 

 

Copy to: 

Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation SDC  

Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs SECO  

German Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development BMZ  

Deutsche Gesellschaft für internationale Zusammenarbeit GIZ  

Interdepartmental Committee on Human Rights, Luxembourg 

 
2 International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
3 UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
4 UN Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas 
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27 September 2023 3:16 PM / Jack Brook / Khuon Narim  

Pu Lu villager farmer Maly Kim stands on his three hectare farm which Socfin had cleared 
and planted with rubber trees, which Kim now farms; however, the company demands he 
pay back the costs of planting and preparing the land. (CamboJA/Jack Brook) 

More than a decade after subsidiaries of multinational rubber firm Socfin Group forcibly 

cleared and seized the farms, burial grounds and sacred forests of Bunong indigenous 

communities in Mondulkiri province, the company now seeks to collect tens of thousands 

er fees.  

Beginning in 2007, the Cambodian government awarded several economic land conces-

sions for industrial rubber farming to subsidiaries of the Luxembourg-based Socfin Group, 
Asia subsidi-

ary Socfinasia  which includes all its Cambodia-based rubber plantations  reported 

profits of more than $75 million last year.  

In Mondulkiri, upwards of 800 Bunong families across seven villages were impacted by 

concessions encompassing more than 12,000 hectares in total. Throughout Cambodia, tra-

ditional indigenous land use rights have consistently failed to be recognized, leaving com-

munities vulnerable to land grabbing. 

https://cambojanews.com/author/jack-brook/
https://www.socfin.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2022-Socfin-Annual-report.pdf
https://cambojanews.com/indigenous-communities-concerned-new-environment-code-undermines-their-rights/
https://news.mongabay.com/2021/04/cambodia-puts-its-arduous-titling-process-for-indigenous-land-up-for-review/
https://cambojanews.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Maly_Kim_may2023-scaled.jpg


ince. (CamboJA/Jack Brook) 

Some Bunong villagers remain embroiled in a legal fight 
holder Bolloré. Yet 210 families who chose to negotiate with Socfin subsidiaries completed 

a years-long mediation process in 2021, which was funded and supported by the German, 

Swiss and Luxembourg governments and the Office of the United Nations High Commis-

sioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). 

The mediation led to settlement agreements for five villages in Bousra commune, with 

Socfin promising to invest in small amounts of infrastructure, provide development funds 
to some families in compensation for lost lands, and leave intact the remaining Bunong 

cemeteries and spirit forests.  

Human rights organizations and other Bunong residents of Bousra have criticized the me-

 
some families who participated in the negotiations say they felt the mediation was better 

than losing their land and receiving nothing in return. 

But the years of mediation never resolved a long running aspect of the dispute: Socfin still 

demands tens of thousands of dollars from dozens of Bunong farmers in fees. 

  

dozing Bunong lands, the company offered more than 850 impacted families several op-

tions for compensation starting in 2009. Many unwillingly accepted some form of compen-

sation, according to a 2011 report from the International Federation for Human Rights. 

One option at the time presented to Bunong villagers set to lose their farms was to grow 

https://cambodianess.com/article/cameroonians-give-bunong-people-a-glimpse-of-hope-in-their-long-lasting-lawsuit-against-bollore-in-france
https://cambojanews.com/after-rubber-firm-deal-bunong-fear-broken-promises-uncertain-land-tenure/
https://fian-ch.org/content/uploads/2023-01-06-Colonialism-today.pdf
https://fian-ch.org/content/uploads/2023-01-06-Colonialism-today.pdf
https://www.fidh.org/IMG/pdf/report_cambodia_socfin-kcd_low_def.pdf


program. Socfin told CamboJA that 52 families joined the program, receiving technical 

training and assistance and signing contracts promising to repay the company for the 

costs of the rubber trees planted on their traditional farmlands. The farmers do not own 

 

 

Pu Lu resident Nges Nam at his farm in Bousra commune, where he is planting cashews 

Brook) 

Pu Lu resident Nges Nam said he felt he had no choice when signing the contract. 

 

 per rubber tree, 

contracts from 2009 and 2014, reviewed by CamboJA. The contract also included hun-

added 5% annual inter-

est. 

One hectare of farmland typically contains more than 500 rubber trees, Bunong farmers 

say. Multiple farmers claimed they were told by Socfin that they owed the company more 



than $10,000 under the original contracts, though most said they were no longer in posses-

sion of these contracts. 

tial family rubber farmland contracts to reimburse the investment the company had made 

to prepare their farmland, it seems only fair that the communities should also honor their 

emailed statement. 

  

 

Bunong villagers say Socfin did not agree to waive the interest payments from the con-

tracts during the years of meditation which ended in 2021. The company told CamboJA it 
had verbally agreed to remove the interest and administrative fees earlier this year. Socfin 

declined to share the total debt owed by all 52 Bunong families.  

But 18 farmers from Pu Lu and Pu Cha villages, using about 53 hectares of land inside the 
concessions, still owe Socfin more than $60,000 combined according to documents titled 

 which, if included, 

would have brought the debt to more than $100,000, CamboJA calculated. 

In some cases, Bunong farmers appear to be paying Socfin more than they are receiving in 

compensation as a result of the overall mediation. Maly Kim, who represented Pu Lu vil-

lage in the mediation, owes Socfin $3,216 for his rubber farm and is receiving the equiva-
lent of $3,000 over a three-year period for the loss of other farm land as part of a separate 

aspect of the mediation, documents show. 

An example of the contract Socfin originally provided to Bunong villagers who were part of 
the family rubber farmland program. (CamboJA/Jack Brook) 



lage in Bosra commune. 
(CamboJA/Jack Brook) 

Several farmers CamboJA spoke with said they would accept new contracts for the family 

rubber farm program if Socfin follows through on its verbal promise to remove the interest 

rate and administrative fees. But the outstanding debt still represents a significant chunk 

of their income. 

In some cases, Bunong farmers appear to be paying Socfin more than they are receiving in 

compensation as a result of the overall mediation. Maly Kim, who represented Pu Lu vil-

lage in the mediation, owes Socfin $3,216 for his rubber farm and is receiving the equiva-
lent of $3,000 over a three-year period for the loss of other farm land as part of a separate 

aspect of the mediation, documents show. 

Several farmers CamboJA spoke with said they would accept new contracts for the family 
rubber farm program if Socfin follows through on its verbal promise to remove the interest 

rate and administrative fees. But the outstanding debt still represents a significant chunk 

of their income. 

 

his three hectares of rubber in the concession and Socfin is seeking to collect $3,446 from 

him. And Pu Cha village farmer Krek Trill earns around $2,400 a year from his one hectare 

rubber farm while his debt is projected at $1,500. 



 

A Bunong villager in Bousra commune shows the updated debt list shared by Socfin. (Cam-
boJA/Jack Brook) 

When the mediation concluded in 2021, Pu Cha and Pu Lu village signed settlement agree-

ments  as did the other villages, according to Socfin  stating they would continue to ne-
gotiate the family rubber contracts with Socfin and that the company would provide new 

contracts by June 2022. No contracts have since materialized, village representatives say; 

r this year. 

Poch Sophorn, a consultant who was paid to oversee the negotiation process, told Cam-
boJA 

 

Two years after the formal mediation process ended, the communities are now negotiat-

ing the family rubber farming contracts by themselves, directly with Socfin. Unlike during 

the five year mediation process, they have no legal representation or other civil society or-

ganizations supporting them. 

The Mekong Region Land Governance project, an initiative run by two land rights NGOs, 

received more than $500,000 in funding from the Swiss, German and Luxembourg govern-

ments to implement the previous mediation between Socfin and the Bunong communi-
ties, according to a letter from a Luxembourg official, obtained by CamboJA. The United 

https://cambojanews.com/after-rubber-firm-deal-bunong-fear-broken-promises-uncertain-land-tenure/
https://cambojanews.com/after-rubber-firm-deal-bunong-fear-broken-promises-uncertain-land-tenure/


Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights also provided funding, includ-

ing for the communities to receive legal support and training. 

Mekong Region Land Governance hired the Sydney-based consulting firm Australian Dis-
pute Center to produce an evaluation report, published in April, to assess the 2016 to 2021 

mediation pro

 

th the 

company when the Australian Dispute Center team came in mid-2022, because they wor-
ried that doing so might lead them to not receive the benefits the company had promised, 

which had yet to be delivered at the time. 

The Australian Dispute Center did not respond to requests for comment. 

Antoine Deligne, deputy team lead for Mekong Region Land Governance, said he could not 

company and the communities had promised to keep the settlement agreements confi-

company actually delivers on the promises it made as a result of the mediation. 

A rice thresher provided by Socfin to Pu Cha village earlier this year as part of a settlement 
agreement. (CamboJA/Jack Brook) 

Protecting Indigenous Land Rights? 

The evaluation report commissioned by Mekong Region Land Governance said the media-

https://www.mrlg.org/publications/cambodian-land-dispute-independent-mediation-mediation-evaluation-report%EF%BF%BC/?utm_source=MRLG+Newsletter&utm_campaign=981b5f095d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_5_8_2023_16_9&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c8b9c67b85-981b5f095d-15598157


tions Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). 

But Michael Nanz, co-president of the human rights group FIAN Switzerland that works 

closely with the Bunong Indigenous People Association, disagrees with this assessment.  

em

 

Among many provisions, UNDRIP 

 

object of negotiati

 

A spokesperson for the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), which pro-

vided Swiss government funding for the mediation process, said in email response on be-

were not involved in the mediatio

added that donors deferred to the evaluation report. 

 

vities fully comply with applicable standards, including the UN Guiding 

Principles on Business and Human Rights and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights 

 

email that 

maintain its close collaboration with relevant government institutions to ensure that Cam-

 

Pu Lu farmer Nam, like some Bunong residents of Bousra commune, affirmed the value of 

receiving a sense of closure from years of conflict but lamented that the community still 

lacks the ability to gain full rights over their land. 
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